
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE1273
 
Main Petitioner: Anne Massie 
 
Subject: Overnight running of freight trains on the Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine 
railway line 
 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to take the 
necessary action and make representations to the appropriate bodies to stop 
the overnight running of freight trains on the Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine railway 
line.   
 
 
Background 
 
The Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine (SAK) railway formally reopened to rail traffic on 
15 May 2008.  Passenger services operate on a relatively short section of the 
route between Stirling and Alloa, the remainder being freight only.  A major 
factor in the SAK route reopening was the provision of a more direct, higher 
capacity rail access for imported coal being transported from the port at 
Hunterston to Longannet power station.  The SAK route allows imported coal 
to be transported to Longannet without taking a circuitous route which 
involves crossing the Forth Bridge.  Freight trains using the Forth Bridge are 
subject to a maximum weight restriction, which reduces the amount of coal 
that can be delivered by each train.  In addition, these services have to use 
very congested parts of the rail network on the approaches to Edinburgh, 
which increases the likelihood of delays to passenger services.  
 
The UK rail network is operational 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  There is 
no general legislative or policy restriction on the operation of passenger or 
freight trains during the night.  Responsibility for abating noise from train 
operations lies with the relevant train operating company.  Most freight trains 
on the SAK route are operated by DB Schenker (formerly EWS). 
 
People affected by noise and vibration from the reopened SAK route may be 
able to claim compensation for a reduction in the value of their property from 
Network Rail and/or noise insulation for their property from Clackmannanshire 
Council/Transport Scotland in certain circumstances.  Details of how they may 
do this are set out in the leaflet “Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine and Linked 
Improvements: A Quick Guide to Noise and Vibration”. 
 
Legislation governing the regulation of rail operations is a reserved matter 
under Heading E2, Schedule 5 of the Scotland Act 1998. 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1273.htm
http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/document/1510.pdf
http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/document/1510.pdf


 
 

 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The Scottish Government has no power to take any direct action on the issue 
of noise from rail operations.  However, the Minister for Transport, 
Infrastructure and Climate Change, Stewart Stevenson MSP, indicated in a 
debate on 11 June 2009 that the Government has engaged with relevant 
parties on this issue with a view to finding a solution. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
A members’ debate, sponsored by Michael Matheson MSP, on the issue of 
noise from rail freight services was held on 11 June 2009.  
 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
Senior Research Specialist 
29 July 2009 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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